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STRIKE IS AVERTED
pniDTDipvc WILSON'S MEDIATORS WINGERMAN SUBS SINK THREE

UNITED STATES STEAMERS:

COUNTRY IN STATE OF WAR

VICTORY FOR TRAINMEN IN

FIGHT FOR EIGHT HOUR DAY
HALT MUSTERING

OUT OF SOLDIERS
IN MIDDLE WEST

Washington. March 19 The Unit-
ed State today faced the prcsslnsr
question of war with Germany
over the immediate issue of the
ruthless destruction of three un-
armed American merchant ships.
Technically an armed neutrality
stili existed, hut unofficially if was
admitted Germany has committed
the vnert act" which precipi-
tates a virtual state of war.

The net step beyond the arming
of merchantmen, now cointr for-
ward, is the despatch of warships
to clear the trans-Atlanti- c lanes
of submarines.

r New York, March 19. The railroad strike has been
averted. Yielding to the appeal of President Wilson and
facing the probability of this country's entrance into the
world war, the railroads early today granted the demands
of the four employes' brotherhoods for a basic eight hour
day. The telegraph wires today are carrying through-
out the United States messages from the brotherhood

' chiefs rescinding the orders for the inauguration of the
great progressive strike at 7 o'clock tonight.

The decision is regarded as a complete surrender to
the brotherhoods, brought about, however, after the pa-
triotism of the railroad managers had been put to the
test. The president's mediators, playing what they con-
sidered their last trump card, were not successful in their
mission until after more than fifty hours of anxious con-
ferences, all of which pointed within a short time before
the decision was announced to an inevitable deadlock.

RAILROADS COMMENDED.
Secretary of the Interior Lane and the other medi-

ators were visibly affected when told of the action of
the railroad managers. Mr. Lane sent immediately for
the committee of the railroads and, turning to Elisha
Lee, their spokesman, said:

"This is a magnificent thing you have done for your
country. It will go down in history as one of the great-
est things you ever did."

Relief to Trainmen. the seriousness of the international
The brotherhood chiefs, who al-- T situation, but the warning had appar-read- y

had left the hotel where the j ently fallen on deaf ears. It was evi- -
dent that the strike, which originally

RUSS REVOLT

OPENS DOORS

TO AMERICA

Expect Trading Treaty to
Be Reenacted Jews to

Get Equal Rights.

London, March 19.- - Home rule
for Finland is the policy of Rassia,
according to a Keuter correspond-
ent, writing from Tammerfors.
Finland's greatest manufacturing
city, (.eneral Zein, governor of
Finland under the old regime, has
been sent to Petroirrad a a pris- -

'etrograd. Sunday. Marc'
a London March 19, li

revolution
Reforms

the
the nited

bilities governing various elements of
Russia'.s population. Thus the Jews,
Poles, Armenians. Tartars and other
foreign races composing portions of
the population are admitted to full
equal rights. It is a matter of com-
mon knowledge that the impediment
to the reenaetrnent of the treaty with
the United States has been the insist-
ence of Russia in applying to naturali-
zed American Jews the liabilities gov-
erning these of this race which are
Russian subjects.

It is understood that there will be
an early declaration by the foreign of-
fice on this subject as well as one de-
fining the attitude of the new govern-
ment toward the Polish question. Fin-
land also comes in for a larger liberty
but this also remains to be denned.
General Zein lias been replaced as
governor genera! by Deputy Rodicheff.

Another reform which touches the
people more closely is that of railway
fransportat ady under
way and t even thus
soon been t h prices for
foodstuffs, With the wiping out of
graft, whie was a part of the old ratl-- .
way ontrc the cost of transporting
freight has already been cut virtually
in half. It used to be necessary for a
would-b- e s ipper in oargam
station master and pay any tigi

had been set for Saturday evening at
7 o'clock hut had been postponed to
permit of further negotiations, un-
doubtedly would become effective, un-
less something more intervened than
the mere suggestion that the severance
of diplomatic relations with Germanv
might lead to open hostilities.

Yield Through Patriotism.
The president's mediators again

communicated with the railroad man-
agers, however, with the result hat
they are said to have voted unan-
imously to yield to the demands of
the brotherhoods in order "that neith-
er at home nor abroad should there
be fear or hope that, the efficient op- -

j erations of the railroads of the coun- -
1 be hampered or impaired.
Situation Summed I p.

The mediation negotiations and
theii result were summed up In the
following statement issued by tho
committee from the council of nation- -

j al defense:
"We desire to express our appre-- i

ciation of the laree and Datriotic ac- -

8-HO- UR LAW

Adamson Measure Is Held
Constitutional and Valid

in All Respects.

AFFECTS 400.000 MEN

Will Cost Roads Millions-Reverse- s

Ruling of the
Missouri Judge.

asfi!iitr."n. .March 18. TM
damson eight-hou- r railroad law

was held constitutional and valid
in all respects today by the su-
preme court. The decision makes
eight hour the standard of a day's
work and wages for men in opera-
tion of trains and legalizes the
wage increases which went into
tentative effect on fag passage.

The immediate temporary wage
increases won by the railroad em-

ploy e affect 400.000 trainmen, as
of Jan. I, and are estimated to
total between sfKUMHUMtO and
000,090.

The decision was rive to Fear.
Ju-tic- es Bay. Pit net and Van Be-vant- er

announced their dissent
from the bench and later Justice
McKeynolds iiiinounced his.

It case, enjoining enf of tho

St!

Justi.es Pitney and Van Devanter.
in their joint dissenting opinion, held
that the law should be held unconsti-
tutional md void "because congress,
although" confessedly not in possession
of Information necessary for intelli-
gent, and just treatment, of the con-- ,
troversy, arbitrarily imposed upon the'
railroads the entire and enormous cost
of an experimental increase in wages."

Justice M ''Reynolds delivered a sep- -

arate opinion saying that congress did
not have power to pass the law.

Justice McKenna concurred in the;
majority opinion, but. on slightly dif-

ferent grounds. Justice day read his
on.-- n flissentinc opinion, and Justice,
Piinov delivered another senting

legislation amounted to "depri-i- t
the railroads' property with- -

proeess of law."
ncurring in the majority opin-itic- e

McKenna differed in that

Majority '"p
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re power in
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mileage

"Th organizations representing the
employes of the railroads in that
n...nii marlo n formal demand noon
the employers that, as to all engaged

Mn th-- . movement of trains except pas- - t

senger trains, the 100 mile task be!
fixed for eight hours, provided that!
i; arias not so done as to lower wages.!
and provided that an extra allowance ;

for overtime calculated hy the minute;
at once and one-ha- lf time the rate of j

the. regular hours service be estab-- ;
lished.

tional on the employes, as
right to the employes to
existing system on any
road if they elected to d
terms of the demand were as follows.
exce reserved the
Opt

"Article - i A) in all road
100 miles or less, eight hours
will constitute a day except
senger service. Miles in ex.
100 will be paid for at the sat
per mile.

Chicago, Mar.--

issued toda:
Thomas li
the central
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ntral dep
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TEUTON LOSS

TO ENTENTE

IS ADMITTED

Berlin Report Tells of
uation on French Fror

Retreat G-oe- s On.

:iyille.) Evacaa&OS ot'territory
over a wide sector on the French
front I'xtendiny from Arras to the
Aisne river is announced by the
l.erman war ofilce.
Several lines of French trenches
over ait extent of ."0o mi ires in one
sector aJiti HM metres in Mother
on the erduit frsif WW stormed
veslerdav bv the German. Veurly

ra lroaf
n Mam to .Net!
fices. Troops

French in thr
towns had l
?aniis of perse ;e Germans
were unable t.c I rear came
forward to gr

preparation v pnesrateo the j

French iiiu front of 250 yards, j

'" r
Hop after i Hand-tO-ha- nd tight- -

;

The Gert it la-- t a courts
iver a section which

nn-fifi- 'li of the vis'
front from

lag
Hie

niiplishing this a
iselves. so carefuil'

region west of Koye
ir to have made only

;a weak tiet'ense sii ice the French were
able to push forw ard 13 miles at one
bound. General ! Civelle. fhe
commander, who i s credited with pos-incann- y

ability to
if his opponents, is

Maxell 19. Firht.T-is- ,
rom prising a laree

ie erf us, were aboard
merican steamers

it f Memphis and
jj I'i rraan siibmn-nrd'a- j

and Sunday in
tone. The latest in-r- e

In that 14 men are
) the Igflancia and
be t ity of Memphis.

n Mi-- sj

WEATHER
L
Ferf P. Iff. Tomorrow, for

Baenpen. Moiibe

kbove freezing; i

F j

m., 27, Highest
last night, 22.

I

Litest Bulletins
raking March 10. ( 'hinese

tiaapg hurt occupied without op-
position the German conce'.loiis
Ml I h ii riH and Hankou. The
Batch bare taken oter the Ger-
man Tatrataiw

London, March 19, A British
de-.t- ter ami a merchant vessel

W Mink and another detrover
damaged in the German HTtl

wi Hi Etaaiigate, the adniiralt
announced todaj.

N i ork. March 19. Twentj-- B

Hiui) lags addressed to Wash-Ini- rt
j

!

n and the British 1tips II J at
Wsakiagtea ere found ti ha-- .

'en riPed on hoard the unard
liner Sa(,iiiii upon her arrhalhre (.(Ja.

J

I .on.it n. March 19. Premier
flt-d- t.eorge ii.dav ippnapiiri in
the kaase f eiaas that on I

nkaiadaj he aaM aiaVe motion j

cunirratiilaUou U the Sattias

' tjon 0f tne railway managers' com-"lie- d,

; mit fop which has nut hevond rte.rad -

President Wilson
carefully all courses open to him. H
might continue armi
as at present, until t
of congress called
might summon cong
mediately to author
aggressive action ag

a state of war exists,
state he already has

iT for the last

Dispatches from the various battle

as officials realized that the United
States is practically certain to become
involved in hostilities with German v.

shall follow if war comes.

aim remained in Washington today ex--- d

the opinion that the German
ubniarines' latest acts constitute a

and aggressive action to pro-.nieric-

shipping against es

appears certain as a
of yesterday 'a sinking of three

,ed American merchantmen with
le loss of American lives,
ing of congress in extra session,
April 16. loomed as the strone- -

the most probable step would
in an active campaigt ar sab-- i
rmWiuh nut nf thp lanes.

a ships

ha- - i Amer
0 guarr

ships would be taken and the
question was whether President

Lansing and W ilson Confer.

dated
UlllPAll

apartment say:

Mempi
Borum

merchant or admiralty vessel which
ha J10 wireless.

!as! with 58 persons moulding 28
Americans at :. p. m. lTth submarine
fired warning shot from three miles
on starboard quarter, vessel " was
stopped, submarine approaching to

able to read submarines signal to
abandon ship Instantly captain re-
plied by long blast whistle signifying
comprehension, then gave four short
blasts, signal to crew to take to boats
immediately, which was done In five I

minutes Xo injuries. Submarine
then fired about eight, shots, sinking
vessel fout 4:40 j

"City of Memph j

1 not use it. !

lison iit i

i

Lhcr

; this afternoon and tl
d indications that s

new definite action was impendinj
the result o! th itest destn
American I

marines.
1 'resident Wilson conferred wit t

retarv Tianiels. was understood.
about the issue of $150,000,000 in
bonds ''or hurrying naval construc-
tion because of national emergency
There was np official announcement,
however, to confirm this. i

After conferring with the president. '

Secretary l'aniels summoned Admiral
Benson, chief of operations, and Cap-

tain
'

Oliver, chief of Intelligence.
There appeared to be ground for the
belief that steps were being taken to
have the navy protect American ship- -

conferences were being held and had
i retired for the n apparently con
vinced that a s ttlement of the dif-- t

i ferences could r be reached, were
summoned next, Their faces showed

; the relief they elf from the strain
under which the .' had labored since

i earlv Fridav ev th the pres
(dent's committee. W. G. Lee. head of
the trainmen, announced for them
that orders would go forward at once
informing all district chairmen of the
brotherhoods of the successful out-
come of the conferences

o.ooo,ooo.
a settlement, the

combined salary of the railroads
will be increased iroximately $t!0.- -

000,000 a year, according to conserva- -

tive estimates, umber of"

i men profiting ncrease
more than .100,'

Sinking
resulting from the

se American ships by
i German bmarines was the prime
I factor in clearing the situation and
j restoring the country to normal con- -
i ditions insofar as transportation
facilities were con was con -

j ceded by all. The railroad managers,
i who until a late hour last night had
held out against the brotherhoods, had
been dismissed temporarily by the
president's mediators, who made no
secret of the fact that they viewed the
outlook with pessimism. Secretary
l.ane. a short time before word came
that the managers had yielded, issued
a statement that the conferences
would be resumed today but intimated
that he was none too hopeful of a
settlement.

The railroad managers and the
brotherhood chiefs had been told of

lat 10-ho- day lasscngei
tce the rule wi
ead "eight within 10 hour."

For all lasses of employes in
ihort turn-aroun- d passenger ser-ic- e,

where the rule now reads
'tight within 12 hours," it will be
intended to read "eight within 10

US!bar of hours for a day's work,
l short turn-aroun- d passenger
ervice, the eight within 1

ule applies. Overtime to be pai I

3r at not les3 than one-eight- h of
le daily rate per hour
The general committee on indi-idu- al

railroads may elect to re-li-

their present overtime rules
l short turn-aroun- d passenger
erviee, or the foregoing provis-in- .

but may not make a combina- -

tlon of both to produce greater
-- ompensation tha .n is provided in
sither basis.

In the event the law is held to
Me constitutional, if the foregoing
settlement is inconsistent with the
lecision of the court, that applicat-
ion will be adjusted to the de-isio- n.

If declared unconstitution-
al, the above stands with all the
provisions as written.

The foregoing to govern for
roads, classes of employes

ind ' lasses of service represented
ly the national conference com-
mittee of railroads.

Schedules, except as modified by
he above changes, remain as at

Agreement That Averts
Nation-"Wi- de Rail Strike

venture the possibility of a nation-
wide railroad strike. The railroads
have met the full demand of the
Adamson eight hour law. This con-
cession was secured as the culmina-
tion of two days and nights at nego-
tiation.

Strike Belay Bifticult.
"Our first effort was to secure a

postponement of the strike which was
fixed for Saturday night. This post-
ponement was secured by presenting
to the railway managers a memoran-
dum agreement drafted by the broth-
erhoods which expressed the provis-
ions of the Adamson law. We asked
the railways to agree that if the
Adamson law was held to be consti-
tutional, that this construction and
application would be given to it. The
railways agreed to this at a Joint ses-
sion between the brotherhood chiefs
and the managers. And with muebi
difficulty the chiefs stayed the strike,
an act that was viial to the success of
our efforts at further mediation.

Baii roads Relent.
"We next, sought some adjustment,

that, would be effective should th
law be held to be unconstitutional.
In this regard many propositions
were made to both sides until the
railroads expressed a willingness to
place the whole matter in the hands
of the committee. This action pro- -

reeded, as the letter of the railway-
managers states, from a desire to
demonstrate to the country tht the
railroads would not allow their own

; conception of railroad policy to stand
I in the way of the fullest use of the
roads at a time of severe national
strain.

i The committee considered the mat-- I
ter and decided that in view of the

j decision of congress in passing the
i Adamson law and the necessity for
immediate action, that it was best to

j adopt at once the memorandum agree- -

ment of the previous day as applic- -

(Continued on Page Eleven.)

ooooooooooooooooo
New York. March 19. Confer-

ences
O

will be held here tomorrow
between the roads and the men to
decide a baaifl for fixing of back O
pay, inasmuch as the new agree- - O

March 19. Tl
d bj the reprcM-- i

brotherhood, tl
the eonimixsiti

senger. where schedules now rea
100 miles or less, nine or ten houi
or less, overtime at 10 or il milt
per hour, insert "eight, hours
less for a basic day and 12'i milt
per hour for a speed basis," ff

ertime to be paid for at nc

per hour.
all yards service, switchin

lostelry service, where scheci
now-- read "10, 11 or 12 hour
ss, shall constitute a day'

Overtime to be paid for a
less than one-eigh- th of the
rate per hour.

In yards now working o
eight-hou- r basis the daily
shall be the present 10-ho- ur s
ard rate, with overtime at

in case tne law is ueciareu
eight hours or less

: present 10-ho- pay will con-
fute a day's work.
In passenger service, the pres-i- t

mileage basis will be main-Line- d.

On roads now having a

with great rapidity. It la regarded:
here as doubtful whether the Germans
will find it feasible to offer serious re-

sistant e before reaching the basic line
jof defense bet ween i.ille and Soissons.
two days' march from where they are
now.

HUNDREDS DIE IN
GERMAN EXPLOSION

9 A large
logne We up
to information
sources by a :

ne.iv the iron- - j

workmen are

Copenhagen. March
(munitions factory at Ci
ion Tuesday, according
received from German
newspaper at Holding,

itier Several hundred

O ment is to be retroactice begin- - O
ning Jan. 1. It is estimated the O

iO back wages amount to between O
;0 $12,000,000 and 113,000.000. Oooooooooooooooooo


